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Friendly Epiſtle 
9 75 By Way of 


REPROOEF 


From one of the PEOPLE called 


QUAKE RS, 


T 0 


Thomas Bradbury, &c. 


Friend Thomas Bradbury, 
. Have deemed thee ſundry 
„ Times to be worthy of Re- 
gy» buke; nevertheleſs I havefor- 


P 
rather that 
> s where- 


W 


| thou 6 Bet Reform thoſe 


. 
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(6s) 
thou wer't called a Preacher of Righteouſ- 
. neſs, and many of the People flocked unto 
thee, being delighted with thy Words: 
How beit, Thhomas, thy deficiency was even 
then known to many : But when the Wrath 
of Men waxed hot againſt each other, and 
the Love of Brethren began openly to de- 
cay, Friends hoped thou wouldeſt have 
ſhewn thy ſelf the true Diſciple of him, who 
left thee both his Pattern and Precept for 
thy Guidance-in the right Way, wherein 
if thou had" walk d carefully, thou ſhould'ſt 
have obtain'd the Name, and perchance 
the Bleſſing annexed in the Word, unto the 
Peace-maker. 8 
But contrary-wiſe, tllou haſt taken part 
with Evil-doers, and haſt been buſie in the 
Antichriſtian ungodly Work of Strife: 
Thou haft fallen upon the Innocent, with 
Words of Bitterneſs, engendring Malice and 
Envy, whereby thou haſt been the Occaſi- 
on of much Evil-doing, and haſt brought 
forth Wrath among thy Brethren. 
NAY, Thomas, tor in this thou haſt done 
fooliſhly, and foraſmuch as thou oughreſt 
to be Rebuked, I ſhall ſpeak plain Words 
unto thee, wherewith thou ſhalt not be able 
to contend, ſeeing Truth ſhall be contain- 


ed therein, and ſeeing thou haſt grieved me 


ſorely in this that thou haſt done ; the Evil 
whereof I am dubious whether thou under- 
ſtandeſt it or not. | 15 
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(7) 
There are, who ſow Contention a- 
mong Brethren, but their End is Fooliſh- 
neſs. + I fear, Thomas, that thou haſt been 
of this Number; for I find among th 
publick Works, that thou haſt — 


That Men ſhould take Arms, and fight a- 


gainſt one another, becauſe of Tyrants. It 
ſeemeth that thou had'ſt not any juſt Rea- 
ſon to preach ſuch Things among thy Peo- 
ple; foraſmuch as the Queen, under whom 


thou then liveſt, was not deemed worthy 


of the Name of a Tyrant; neither do I un- 
derſtand, that thou or thy People were any 
way oppreſſed by Her, or that thou did'ſt 
alledge any act of Tyranny to be commit- 
ted by Her at that Time: But on the con- 
trary, Thou, and alſo thy People, were 
at full Liberty, if ſo, it had ſeemed good 
unto thee to have lived under her peaceable 
and quiet Lives in all Godlineſs and Hone- 
So that, PLAINLY, Thomas, Thou 

ad'ſt no juſt Reaſon to proceed in this thy 
Preaching, wherein thou exciteſt thy Hear 
ers to make War, and giveſt occaſion to 
Men to ſpeak hard Words of thee, as that 
thou waſt a Preacher of Sedition, an In- 
cendiary, and one that moved to Wrath 
and to ſhedding of Blood. Nay, Thomas, 
but theſe Things are not of good Report, 
neither are they found to be agreeable to 
the Character given in the Word, to ſuch 
as thou ſayeſt thou art, Thou art Com- 
rs 512 e e manded 
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(8) 
manded to be ſober, and not a Brawley, 


thou plainly ſetteſt forth thyſelf to be. 


I find likewiſe, that ſithence thou _ 
eſt not bring thy Purpoſe. to paſs in 

Days of the Reign of the ſaid Queen, anq 
that rather by the ſhortneſs ef the Conti- 
nuance of that Ruler, thou could'ſt not 
prevail to cauſe the People to tight, and to 
ſhed Blood, thow haſt continued thy evil 
Deſign in the Days of the King, and bear- 
eſt thy Teſtimony loudly for ſhedding of 
Blood, by the way which thou calleſt 
Juſtice, pointing out unto the Rulers of the 
People ſuch Perſons as thou beareſt an 
evil Mind towards, without Cauſe; and 
it ſeemeth, that not in thy Preaching · Bench 
only, but in thy Communication with angry 


Men, thou art found animating them un- 


to Wrath, and unto that Wickedneſs which 
is forbidden by the Lord; and which, al- 


beit that thou thinkeſt meet to call Juſtice, 


Men think otherwiſe thereof, and that it 
deſerveth no other Name than that of Re- 


veng E. 


more in theſe Things; there is, to whom 
Vengeance belongeth, and who hath for- 
bidden thee and me to intermeddle there- 
with. Moreover, I Counſel thee to adviſe 
with the Writers of ancient Times, where- 
in thou may'ſt learn, that Execution of Juſtice 
is the moſt difficult Thing in A” 
| the ONS 


Thomas, Thomas, I warn thee, deal no 


RS 

Sons of Men are at all Concerned, and that 
Men are not able at all Times to know 
what is Juſtice, or how the ſame ſhould 
be diſtributed unto each other, foraſmuch 
as that often ſeemeth to be Juſt in the Eyes 
of Men, which is Oppreſſion and Injurious 
in the Sight of God. And thou well know- 
eſt, that ſuch is the Iniquity of the Days 
wherein we live, that oftentimes, what is 
called Juſtice in one Day, is called Tyran- 
ny and Oppreſſion in another Day; and 
Men, eſpecially, Thomas, Preaching-Men, 
as thou art, ought much rather to move 
their People and their Brethren, to for- 
bear and forgive one another, than to 
move and excite them to Severities, and to 
executing Revenge upon one another, leaſt 
the Day come, when that which they call 
Juſtice, may be doomed Injuſtice, as I told 
thee but now. —— 

Thou art not ignorant, Thomas, that 
many Years agone, on the Thirtieth Day 
of the Firſt Month, the ſame in which I 
write unto thee, ſome of thy People, Predch- 
ers as thou art, uſed the ſame Speech, and 
excited the People of this Land to Blood, 
even to Murther, and that of their Right- 
ful Ruler and KING ; and thou art not 
Ignorant, that in doing thereof, they made 
uſe of the ſame Word, which thou letteſt 
fall lately in one of thy Tavern Aſſemblies, 
wherein thou att too frequent; to wit, of 
| B doing 
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doing JUSTICE : J have heard, Thomas, 


and I {uppoſe that thou thyſelf haſt heard 
alſo, that many Preachers in thoſe Days, 
excited the People to cry in a Tumultuous 
and unſeemly manner, for Juſtice, Juſtice; 
the ſame Voice which 1s heard from thee 
at this Time; And how knoweſt thou, O 
Man, that the Voices which only call for 
Juſtice at this time, may not encourage 
thoſe to whom they cry, to do what is not 
Juſt, and to ſhed Innocent Blood, as it was 
in that Day? Verily, Thomas, I fear thou 
knoweſt not what thou art employ'd about; 
when ungodly Men, and Men of no Prin- 
ciples, for ſuch are among the People, take 
upon themſelves the Executing their own 
Revenge, under the ſpecious aſſumed Co- 
lour of doing Juſtice upon Offsaders ; no- 
cf thou where ſuch Men will ſtop ? And 
having Power to interpret Laws, or ſtrain 
and extend the Ordinances of the Land to 
their own Purpoſes, knoweſt thou what 
they will call Law! And what Juſtice ? 
What Right, and what Wrong? Knoweſt 
thou not, that the Wrath of Men worketh 
not the Righteouſneſs of God; and that 
theſe Things tend unto Blood, foraſmuch 
as ye know not what Spirit ye are of? Theſe 
Things are well worthy of thy Conſidera- 


tion, and that before it be too late; for 


Raſhneſs and Zeal without Knowledge, are 
not in Matters of Blood, as they are in o- 


ther 


— 


Cj | 

ther Things: They cannot retrieve by Re- 
pentance, the Miſchief which they bring 
to paſs in the Land, neither can they make 
Reparation for Blood, when it is like Water 
ſpilt upon the Ground, and cannot be gather- 
ed up. T Counſel thee therefore, that thou 
forbear to excite thy Sons of Belial to do 
wickedly ; but rather that thou preach to 
them that they REPENT), for the Ring- 
dom of Heaven is at Hand; which I meekly 
advertiſe thee is the proper Duty of thy Em- 
ployment, whereas rhe other 1s the Work 
of Darkneſs, and tendeth to Blood. 

Thou wilt, or it's much, be provoked to 
Anger at my Words, and ſay, I am plead- 
ing for Baa/; but thy own Ways ſhall re- 
prove thee herein; for n⁰ , O Man, that 
I am of thoſe Friends, who rejoice, in that 
it hath pleaſed the King to take unto him 
wiſe Counſellors, and hath not put his 
Truſt in thoſe who have deceived the Peo- 
ple; likewiſe I deſire, that the Evil Pro- 
ceedings which endanger'd the King's Poſ- 
ſeſſing the Crown, may be diſcover'd; and: 
if it ſhall appear to the King, that any of 
the King's Worthies have laid a Confedera- 
cy, and have ſhaken Hands with the Stran- 


ger, that thoſe their Evil Doings may be 


puniſh'd, therefore, foraſmuch as this is an 
Iniquit) to be puniſh d by the Judge: And 
moreover, becauſe thoſe Men had affirm- 


ed before the whole Congregation, and 
B 2 lifted 
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lifted up their Hands to the Lord, that they 


did freely and heartily Renounce the ſaid 


Stranger, &c. and having therefore Lyed 
unto the Lord, they ought to be expelled 
the Society of the Faithful: But alaſs ! 
Thomas, this will not ſerve thy Turn, nor 
fatisfie the Thirſt after Blood, which the 
People whom thou haft enflamed are di- 
ſtemper'd with; for ye are ſeeking after 
Evil Things, and ſtriving to involve the In- 
nocent in the Errors of the Guilty, that 
you may entitle them alſo unto like Puniſh- 
ment. ; | 
Likewiſe it ſeemeth to me, that thou and 
many of thy People, are Deceivers of your 
ſelves, in the Things wherein thou thus 
boldly intermedleſt, and that the Thirſt 
after Blood will appear the more Hainous in 
thee and them ; for that paſſing by the 
more open and flagitious Crime of ſhaking 
Hands with the Stranger, and ſetting him, 
whom the Lord hath rejected, upon the 
Throne of the King, which I have told 
thee, deſerves, that thoſe who are guilty 
thereof, ſhould dye the Death, T ſay, ſettin 
this alide, as a Thing whereof thou aue, 


to doubt, that thou ſhalt not bring Witneſſes 


to prove them guilty; it ſeemeth that thou 
wouldeſt with Earneſtneſs prevail upon 
thy People to call that Treaſon, whereof the 
People of the Land Rejoice and are exceed- 
ing glad; to wit, that an End is put to pan” 
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evil Thing calPd War, and that the Nations 
of the Earth, and the Princes thereof, have 
joyn'd to make Peace. Whatever the migh- 
ty Menof Valour who drew Sword (and of 
whom their Enemies ſay, that they delighted 
in Blood,) may ſay of this Thing, yet ſure- 
ly thou, who art a Preacher, ſhould'ſt not be 
orrowful that the Nations are in Peace, 
much leſs ſhould'ſt thou joyn with thoſe, 
who ſay, That this Peace is not of the Lord; 


thou oughteſt to know, Thomas, that this 


Peace could not have been obtain'd, if the 


Lord had not inclin'd the Heart of the Queen 


to make it, to whom he had, from Heaven, 
given the only lawful Power to do it; and 
if God, who has the Hearts of Kings in his 
Hands, ſo powerfully inclin'd the Heart of 
the Queen, as I have lately heard he did, 
even {o much that Sleep went from her 
Eyes, as once from Ahaſuerus the King, for 
the Salvation of the Lord's People of that Day; 
and that ſhe could have no reit Night or 
Day, till ſhe put an end to the Day of Blood 
and Deſolation, which then overſpread the 
Land. If this be a Truth, Thomas, and 
this Work was of God, I counſel thee to 
let it alone, leſt haply thou be*ſt found to 
fight againſt God. 

Albeit the Conditions whereon this Peace 
is obtain'd pleaſe thee not, yet if it pleasꝰd 


the Lord, that this Peace, and on theſe 
Conditions, ſhould be made, Wilt thou ſhut 


thine 


(14) 
| thine Eyes and flop thine Ears againſt the 
Voice of {ſupernatural Power, and falling 
on the Inſtruments only, deny thereby the 
Inſtrumentality of Providence, in a Work 
of ſuch a mighty Nature? I adviſe thee to 
beware how thou behave in this Point, leaſt 
it bring Shame to thee and to thy Friends ; 
when peradventure ye. ſhall fail alſo in the 
Evil ye have invented againſt innocent Per- 
ſons, and the injur'd Men ſhall cry unto 
the Lord againſt the Oppreſſion, which ye 
have deſign'd for them to ruin and oppreſs 
them, and he ſhall hear and fave them out 
of your Hands; for be it known unto thee, 
Thomas, that all thoſe who have been, and 
{till are, Friends to the Peace, are not wick- 
ed Perſons as thou ſpeakeſt, neither have 
they betrayed the Land and the King; but 
there are among us, who believe that this 
Peace was of the Lord, and that the Inſtru- 
ments, whether thoſe who had Evil De- 
ſigns therein, or thoſe who had not, ſup- 
poling there were of both Kinds among 
them, were mov'd by ſupernatural Influ- 
ences, to bring to paſs what the Lord had 
before determin'd to be brought to paſs, 
whether to the Good or to the Hurt of this 
our Land. | 
Beware then, that thou and the Men, whoſe 
Spirits thou haſt moved to avenge them- 
ſelves in this wicked Manner, do not judge 


unrighteous judgment, and as wicked _ 
4a 


(15) 
lis, ſay Treaſon, Treaſon, when there was 
no Treaſon, and when Men were doing 
what the Lord and the Queen commanded 
them to do, and what the Queen alſo had 
a Right to command them to do; for with- 
out Controverſy, thou muſt allow, that what 
thy Queen had lawful Power to Command, 


ber Servants had lawful Right to perform, 


and therein to Obey her Voice. 
I refrain from Words with thee, Thomas, 
concerning Things wherein we differ, to 


EX wit, the Unlawfulneſs of War in all Re- 


ſpects, of which I ſee, thou, who art a- 
mong the Men of Blood in high Efteem, 
wouldeſt be vain in contending with me ; 
but thou may'ſt contend in this with me, 
if thou thinkeſt it meet; that whether it 
be lawful to make Peace or not, was not 
queſtion'd ſince the World began; no 
more can'ſt thou queſtion, whether by the 
Laws of the People, the Queen had not a 
Legal Power to make Peace, without ask- 


ing the Conſent of any of the People of the 


Land. 

Likewiſe, it will admit very little Con- 
troverſy, albeit thou wilt endeavour to con- 
trovert it with me, whether the Queen 
having ſuch an unqueſtion'd Right of ma- 
king Peace, any of her Servants can be 
puniſhed for their obeying the Voice of 
the Queen therein. 

Theſe Things thou art at Liberty, Tho- 


mas, 


» 


\* ,.- 
mes, to anſwer, if thou likeſt theteof, and 
to publiſh thy Anſwers in the Ears of the 
People; but beware thou deludeſt not the 
People with falſe Interpretations, and that 
thou flandereſt none, neither takeſt upon 
thee Satan's Ways, 70 wit, of bringing 3 
railing Accaſation againſt thy Brethren, teſt 
the Lord rebake thee. | 

Having ſpoken theſe Things to thee in 
Meekneſs and Soberneſs, as well, and even 
much more for the Reproof of the Children 
of thy People, than thy own ; I muſt ad- 
moniſh thee, Thomas, of thy Duty, wherein 
thou haſt been deficient, and warn thee to 
be more faithful in the Diſcharge thereof; 
foraſmuch as that the Iniquities of the Times 
call loudly upon thee, and upon all who 
fear the Lord, and are mov'd by the Spirit 


of Truth to bear Teſtimony againſt them, 


and ſhew the Houſe of Jacob their Sin. 
Thou haſt aſſumed the Place of a publick 
Reprover of ſome, as well as thou waſt 


alſo a publick Inſtructor of others; and 
particularly, Thomas, Thou haſt been loud, 


and overmuch buſy, in thy Exclamations 
againſt the Men of the Time who are now 
diſplac'd, and not only did'ſt reprove their 
Offences, but as Men ſay, ſearch'd for Of- 
fences in their Behaviour, even where they 
could not be found: But it ſeemeth that 
thou thinkeſt, or wouldeſt that we ſhould 

| think, 
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think, that the Men of theſe Times, who 
are Exalted by the King, in the Room of 
thoſe who have been Debaſed, are Men 
Blameleſs, and deſerving no Rebuke; whe- 
ther it be ſo in Truth, Vea, or Nay, thou 
and I muſt Commune a little. Verily, 7ho- 
mas, it appeareth unto me, That the Ini- 
quity of the People aboundeth, even of their 
Rulers, in 2 much greater Manner than it 
did in the Days wherein thou wer't ag- 
grieved thereat; and therefore, I muſt en- 

uire of thee, How it cometh to paſs, That 
9 vary —Sar art ſilent, in the Day, when 
the Cry of our National Offences, like the 
Sin of. Sodom, reacheth up to Heaven ? Is 
it that thy Partiality is ſo great, as that it 
cauſeth thee to ſhut thy Eyes; and that 
being blinded by -thy Reſpe& of Perſons, 
thou ſeeſt not the Flood of Wickedneſs 
which is breaking in upon the Land of thy 
Nativity? Or, Art thou afraid xo diſcharge 
thy Duty, and ſpeak plainly to Great Men? 
There was an Elijab, who durſt ſay, even 
to the King, Thou art he that troubleth Iſra- 
el. There was a Nathan, who durſt fav, 


even to the King, Thou art the Man: But, 


Thou, O Man, art filent, tho' the Perſons 
concern'd are Meaner than the King. 

What thinkeſt thou, Thomas, of the Pie- 
ty, the Religion, the Godlineſs of the Men 
in Power? Are they, who are made under 


the King, Rulers of the People? Are they, 


( 18 ) 
I jay, Men fearing God, and hating Cove- 


touſneſs * Are they ſuch as [eek the Proſperi- 


ty of Tion, and that fand in the Gap, when 
the Judgments of God-threaten the Land 
for the Sin of the Inhabitants? Search thou 
the Characters of theſe Men; and if thou 
dareſt to be Honeſt, ſpeak from thy Con- 
ſcience in their behalf; for as God himſelf 


will not be mock'd, neither is this the 


Time for thee to Mock thy Brethren. 

It was told me, Thomas, That in one of 
thy late Preachings,thou did'ſt, indeed, move 
the Rulers of the Land to chooſe Magi- 
ſtrates, ſuch as were Men fearing God; but 
that thou did'ſt omit, that other Qualifica- 
tion mention'd in the Words, from whence 
that ſame Expreſſion is quoted; 7 wit, 
hating Covetonſneſs. They Report of thee, 
That either thou wert forgetful of the 
Text, or that ſomething much worſe than 
Forgetfulneſs, was the Occaſion of the O- 
miſſion thereof; and thoſe, who ſay theſe 
Things, Report thee to be a Time-ſerver, 
and Partial to thy Friends. But I will Ad- 
moniſh thee to beware of giving juſt Occa- 
ſion to Evil Men, to think thee worthy of 
Blame; and if thou art diſpos'd to accept 
of thy Friends Counſel, I will adviſe thee, 
how thou ſhalt deliver thy ſelf from all 
that Reproach, which Evil Tongues ſhall 
deviſe againſt thee, concerning this Thing; 


and my Advice to thee is, that according to 


thy 


(19) 

thy: Duty, Thou now lift ap thy Voice like a 
Trumpet; that thou Cry aloud, and ſpare 
not; ſpare not thy ſelf, and ſpare not thy 
wicked Friends; - but fearing not their 
Wrath, (any more than thou didſt the 
Wrath of the Queen, whom thou unjuſtly 
miſus' d;) ſpeak plainly to them, and tell 
them their Sin and their Duty; how far 
they are contributing to the Ruin of the 
Land of their Nativity, and how far it is 
their Duty, not only to Reform themſelves, 
but likewiſe to Diſcourage and Chaſtiſe the 
Wickedneſs of the People. | 

*- Verily, Thomas, I am ſorely grieved at 
thee, to think how thou can'ſt keep Silent; 


ſeeſt thou not the Elders of thy People, and 


the Princes, the Heads of Tribes, the Cap- 
tains of Thouſands, the Wiſe Men, and the 
Counſellors, following after Vanity? What 
mean the Bleating of theſe kind of Cattle? 
The Prieſts of Baal will upbraid thee, and 


upbraid thy Friends with Hypocriſie; ſee- 


ing that they are ſtept up into Power, and 
are regardleſs of the Morals of the Peo- 
ple; and not only ſo, but it ſeemeth unto 
us, that even theſe aſſiſt to debauch the 
People by their Example. ©» F 
-_ Gaſt thine Eye, ' Thomas, to the Great 
Ones of the Land} enquire. of the Priv 

Counſellors and Senators, and tell thy Peo- 
ple, whence- it comerh' to paſs, that Play- 


Houſes abound, and new Societies of wick- 
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( 20 ) 
ed Ones, whom they call Comedians ant 
Actors, are erected; more Plays acted, and 
Play-Houſes built, than ever were in Uſe 
in the Lacivious Reign of the vileſt among 
the Kings; go thy Ways, and examine the 
coſtly Edifices which are dedicated to that 
Idol Apollo, the Baal of this Day, which is 
worſhipped more thanthe Living God ; and 
ſee, T homas, If theſe are the Works of the 
Reformers of thy People. Ig hos. 1 
_ Theſe Things are done, and thou keep- 
eſt Silence; whereas, thou liſteſt up thy 
Voice on high againſt our late Queen, and a- 
gainſt her Servants; and cryeſt in the Gates 
of the City, againſt the Prieſts of her Houſe, 
as againſt the Worſhippers of Baal; ſaying, 
Ye do Evil, and ye are Deceivers, leading 
aſide the People of the Lord: But, Whe- 
ther are theſe thy Friends leading the Peo- 
ple? Are they not leading them the broad 
Way to Deſtruction, even through thoſe 
Gates of Death, the Houſes and Sinks of 
Vileneſs, wherewith they, entice ſimple 
Ones to love Simplicity, and Fools to hate 
Knowledge? Verily, Thomas, thou are Faul. 
ty in this Thing, foraſmuch as thou can'ſt 
not gainſay the Verity of what I lay tothy 
Charge, and can'ſt not anſwer in the be- 
half of thoſe, who thou art lifting up in 
the Eyes of the People; but muſt acknow- 
ledge that they do very Wickedly, even 
r bas en cds eimer 
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more Wickedly than all thoſe that have 
gone before them. 3-10 2: | 

Neither think thou ſo within thy Heart, 
that theſe Men are on God's ſide; for that 
they have been Healers of the Breaches of 
our Land, and Reftorers of Paths to dwell 
in. Be it fo, nevertheleſs. they are gone 
back, neither have they rendred to the 
Lord according to all the mighty Things 
which he hath done for them; for, ſurely 
their Hearts are liſted up, and they have 
forgotten the Tears of the Right Hand of the 
moſt High. The Days in which they gave 
Thanks, and faid, Thi is the Day which the 
Lord hath made, we will be glad and Re- 
farce therein, for they are ſacrificing to their 
Sword, and to their Bow; they are fol/ow- 
ing rhe Devices aud Deſires of their own 
Hearts. Nay, Thomas, it ſeemeth that theſe 
Menare rendring their Thankſgiving to the 
Devil, for thoſe Deliverances which God 
hath wrought for them; and ſay ing, to the 
People, be ye Wicked, becauſe the Lord 
hath been very Good unto them. 
Af thou paſſeſt througli the Houſe of the 
Mighty, ahd ſeeſt the Habitation of the 
Princes, ſay, if thy Heart does not Repaoach 
thee, Are theſe, Thomas, the Men fearing 
God? Where is the Name of the Lord call'd 
upon among them? Yea, rather are th 
not calling upon Satan every Hour? How 
are the Days ſpent in Wickdneſs, and the 
DRE Nights 
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Nights in Vanity, and the People led, by 


the Example of their Rulers, to Eat and to 


Drink, and to viſe up to Play? 

Thomas, Thomas, Remembreſt thou the 
'Days of our Queen? Verily, ſhe was a 
Woman fearing God, and walking in his 
Truth, howbeit ſome about her were Sons 
of Belial, and that ſhe was Deceived there- 
by in many of her Ways; yet, in the In- 
nocence of her Heart ſhe did thoſe Things, 
for ſhe ſerv'd the Lord Day and Night, 
and fought him with her whole Soul'; and 
therefore was ſhe hated of thee, and of th 
People, even becauſe {he would not hearken 
to the Voice of thoſe, who ſhe knew to be 
Men not fearing the Lord, and not hating 


Covetouſneſs. Yet, in HER Days, we 


found not Iniquity Eſtabliſh*d by a Law 
neither was the W | 
the LandiEncouraged by Her Example; 
ſhe was not of the Number of our Rulers, 
who lead the People of the Lord into Va- 
nity; neither can it be ſaid of Her, that ſhe 
made Iſrael to Sin. She was not ſeen at the 
Houſes of Abomination, neither had the 
Players Encouragement from her, to De- 
bauch the Inhabitants of the Land: She re- 
tired Herſelf into her Cloſet, and ſpent ma- 
ny Hours lamenting the Diviſions of the 
Land, and the Strife of the Great Ones, 
which were too ſtrong for her, and pray'd 
for the Peace of Jeruſalem; even while —_ 
3 an 
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and other Evil Perſons were Reviling her 
openly, which deſiring to giveup her Land 


to the Heathen, and her Kingdom to the 


Stranger, which Thing her Soul abhor'd. 
Verily, Thomas, Thou haſt wrongfully ac- 
cuſed her, and haſt born falſe Witneſs a- 
gainſt her, ſaying, Thus and thus hath ſhe 
done againſt the People of the Land; whereas 
ſhe hath not oppreſs'd the Poor, neither 
hath Violence been found in her Hands, 
She hath not given us up to the Enemy, 


neither were the Thoughts of her Heart E- 


vil againſt her People ; but that Woman 
Jezabel deceived her, the Daughters of Ler- 
vial were too hard for her, and ſhe fell a Prey 
to the Wicked: Moreover, in this, ſhe 
hath been wronfully dealt withal; That 
Men rejoice over her, as over a wicked One, 
and ſpeak Evil of her, not knowing the 
Truth; in this they do very wickedly; 
and if thou haſt joined Hands with them 
herein, I Counſel thee to Repent, and to 
call to Mind the manner of the People, 
whom thou now Exalteſt above her, in 
the Land; to ſee whether they are work- 
ing the Works of God among us, Tea, or 


Nay : For ſurely, Thomas, If the leading 


the People, by the Hand, into open Wick- 
edneſs, be the Work of the Lord, then are 
we, who Obey the Voice of thoſe, who 
fay unto: us, we do none f thoſe Things, far 
miſguided and deceived.  _ | 
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Furthermore, Thomas, I adviſe thee to 


Conſider what Progreſs the Power of Sa- 


tan hath made among the People of the 
Land, to Debauch, and to ſtir up the Peo- 
ple to Vanity, even in the few Days, which 
have paſs'd ſince the Queen was gathered an- 
to her Peopie; and that thou mayeſt know 
from thence, what ſhall be in the latter 
Days of this Age, when the People ſhall 
take leave, from this beginning of Wick- 
edneſs, to go on and Sin againſt the Lord 
with a high Hand. ; 

I our Princes, who ride in Chariots, go 
daily in Solemn Proceſſion to the Houſes of 
Abomination, calld Play-Houſes ; and that, 
by. Reaſon of the encreaſe of thoſe, who, 
by their Example, delight in Vanity, ſeve- 
ral new Ones are providing, and new So- 
cieties, by the Licence of the Rulers, are 
forming in the City of thy People; How 
long, think'ſt thou, it may be, before the 
Cities of the Land ſhall all be throng d 
with Schools of Wickedneſs, and the Youth 
of our Land led away to Deſtruction, even 
by the Voice of Authority? How ſhall 
the high Places of Lewdneſs and Abomina- 
tion, which in the Time of the Queen, 
whoſe Name thou haſt loaden with Re- 
proach, were pull'd down; and by reaſon 
of her hatred of all Wickedneſs, were for- 
biddea to be built up and reſtored, and 
the Names of Bartholomew and May Fairs be 
"1 2 given 
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given to them, as of Old ? And how ſhall 
travelling Wickedneſs prevail in the open 
Aſſemblies of the Land, even as Markets 
and Fairs, and Play-Houſes be erected, to 
the Offence of thoſe who fear the Lord, and 
= who fray for the Peace of TFeruſa- 
em? 

Verily, it hath been told me, Themas, 
and I rejoice thereat, that certain wicked 
and abominable Perſons, have already fo 
far ſhewed themſelves in their Interludes 
and Plays, as that they have diſpleaſed /e 
Ring, and that he hath been pleaſed to cauſe 
ſome Reſtraint to be laid on them ; there- 
fore bleſſed be the King, and bleſſed be the 
God of the King, who hath put it in his 
Heart to do ſo. But ſurely it will be thy 
Duty, and the Duty of all thoſe who love 
the Land of their Nativity, to endeavour 
to let the King underſtand, that not only a 
Reſtraint, but a total Diſſolution of theſe 
Corporations of Sathax, is required at his 
Hands ; and that unleſs it be done, Judg- 
ment and Wrath will be upon his People, 
and upon the Land, | 

I am given to underſtand, Friend Thomas, 
that if our King were rightly informed of 
theſe Things, he would cauſe it to be other- 
wiſe in the Land ; nnd would not ſuffer 
evil Examples in his own Houſhold to de- 
ceive and to draw aſide the People com- 
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mitted to his Charge; for I wot, that our 


Lord the King Meaneth well, and deſireth 
with his Heart to do the Things which are 
praiſe-worthy : But it is not unknown unto 
us, that he 1s yet a Stranger in the Land 
which he 1s ſet to govern; and it may be, 
that he knoweth not tully, as yet, the 
Wickedneſs of the Imagination of theHearts 
of his People ; how willing and forward 
they are, toefnbracethe Works of Darkneſs, 
and to run blindly upon their own Deſtru- 
tion. If the King were plainly and up- 
rightly dealt withal concerning this Mat- 
ter, he would not ſuffer ſuch Evils to pre- 
vail, for that his Heart 1s Right after the 
Laws of God, albeit the Country from 
whence he came, has not been governed 
after this manner. 

It is then requir'd at thy Hands, Thomas, 
and at the Hands of thoſe thy Friends, who 
thou calleſt the GUIDES of the People, that 
ye ſhould deal truly with the King, and 
that ye ſhould tell the King, or thoſe who 
are about him ; charging them that they 
deal faithfully with the King herein: That 
unleſs ſpeedy Care be taken by them, to 


put a Stop to the Growth of Prophaneſs and 


all manner of Wickedneſs, which is gone 
out among the People of the Land, even 
fince the Death of our good Queen, Wrath 
will be upon them, and upon this 1 
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from the Lord, and we ſhall be deſtroy d 
both we and our Ring. 

And how cometh it to paſs, Thomas, that 
thy Mouth hath been/ ſtopp'd thus long, 
and that thou haſt not ſpoken in the Ears of 
the People of theſe Thing : Halt thou not 
ſeen, yea, haſt thou not known, that the 
Great Ones act unrighteouſly, and walk 
not in the Paths of Truth? Haſt thou not 
ſeen, that Prophaneſs abounds, and that 
they have broken out, even with Violence, 
in the Ways of Wickedneſs, as I told thee, 
more than all that have been before them? 


Is not this to juſtifie what hath been laid to 


their Charge, ina late Book publiſh'd, as 
Men ſay, with evil Intent againſt the King, 
wherein it is ſaid, that not one of the Princes 
of the Land who ſtand before the King at 
this Time, have any Fear of God before their 
Eyes. Verily, Thomas, this is a Lamenta- 
tion, and the whole Land hath Cauſe to 
mourn therefore ; and yet where are the 
People, even among thoſe whom thou 
calleſt the People of the Lord, who taketh 
any notice thereof? But ye cover the Ini- 
quities of thoſe, who give their Hands to 
carry on the Work of the King; as if their 
Sins were not to be Reproved, or which 1s 
yet worſe, as if the King's Throne was not 


to be Eſtabliſned by Righteouſneis ; Woe 


unto them who call Evil Good, and Good 
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Evil: The Offences of theſe from whom we 


look for Salvation to the Land, are more 
grievous to Righteous Men, than the wick- 
edneſs of the Wicked; foraſmuch as this 


gives Occaſion to the Enemy to Blaſpheme, 


and likewiſe becauſe it cauſeth the Delive- 
rance which we looked for, to fail. 
Thinkeſt thou, Thomas, that the People 
of the Lord in this Land, did not expect, 
that the King was exalted on the Throne, 
to deliver us from Wickedneſs, and from 
the ungodly Government oftheſe Men, who 
had not the Fear of God before their Eyes, 
as well as from the Enemies of the publick 
Peace, and from the Tyrannous Oppreſſions 
of the Stranger? Wherefore are we called 
upon to give Thanks unto the Lord for our 


Deliverance, if we are yet in the Bonds of 


Iniquity? Nay, Thomas, But the Reforma- 
tion of the People of the Land is the Work 


of the King, for this hath God highly exalt- 


ed him to the Throne, and for this our Ex- 

ectations are towards him, which if he 

ould not endeavour to accompliſh, the 
Land will have Cauſe to mourn, as much 
as now it ſeemeth that we ſhould rejoice, 
Netther is our Lord the King ignorant here- 
of, as I underſtand; but it may be, that he 
is yet Ignorant of the Behaviour of his 
Nobles and Servants, who, as far lieth in 
them, are pulling down the Work _ 
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the King hath built, and cauſing the Joy 
which we have ſhewed on the Occaſioh of 
the Coming of the King, to be turned into 
Mourning, foraſmuch as we have Reaſon to 
fear, a Curſe, and not a Bleſſing, ſhall at- 
tend theſe Things: For we ſhall be ill ſaved 
from Oppreſſion, if we are ſuffer'd, nay, 
Encourag'd and led by Example, to be 
wickeder than we were before, even by 
thoſe our Rulers, who ſhould be the terror 


of Evil Doggs, and a Praiſe to thoſe that do 


well, 

How is it, Thomas, that thou art filent, 
I fay, at all thoſe Things, ſeeing thou canſt 
not gain-ſay the Truth hereof ? Is it that 
thou art not willing to bring theſe thy 
Friends into Contempt? Be not ſollicitous 


over-much on that account, for be aſſured, 


that if they thus forſake the Paths of Ver- 


tue, he that poureth Contempt upon Princes, 


will bring them to Shame, and they ſhall 
be Contemptible, even to their Favourers 
and preſent Admirers; for that thoſe who 
honour God only, are the Men that he will 
Honour. 
Moreover, Thomas, Tam moved againſt 
thee, for that thou haſt Preached the Do- 
ctrine of Devils; I fay unto thee, thou haſt 
verily preached the Doctrine of Devils, for 
thou haſt ſaid, that Men ſhould return 
Evil for Evil ; whereas the Word teacheth 


thee 
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thee otherwiſe, and thou art Commanded 
to return Good for Evil; And ſhalt thou, 
who oughteſt to be a Preacher of the Truth, 
take upon thee to ſtir mw People to ren- 
der Evil; Verily thou haſt done wicked! 
in this Thing; neither haſt thou done it 
without certain Aggravations in thy Ex- 
preſſions, giving to underſtand that thou 
ſeekeſt the Bio of thoſe, who ſought not 
thy Blood, neither the Blood of any other 
of the People ; thy Words alſo are Prophane, 
and are borrowed from the Pr@phane Books 
calld Plays, which thou haſt been former- 
ly told, Thomas, that thou uſeſt too fre- 
quently to intermix in thy Preached Diſ- 
courſes. 

Thy Words are theſe; If you were to be 
their Victims, they ought to be hours: This 
Word Victim, as I am inform'd, being in- 
terpreted, ſignifieth 2 Sacrifice; and thou 
art therefore inſtructing thy People to Sa- 
crifice the Men whom they are bidden to 
hate, giving this for thy Reaſon thereof, 2 
wit, that they would have done ſo by 
them: This, I inform thee, is the Doctrine 
of Devils, and not doing unto Men 4 thou 


wouldeſt that theyſhould do unto thee. Verily 


thou art not in the Place of Samuel, that 
thou ſhouldeſt know who the Lord hath 


ven up to be deſtroy'd, or that thou 


houldeſt condemn the Men thou hateſt, * 
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be hewed in Pieces before the Lord; ſure- 
ly, Thomas, in this thou haſt done very 
Wickedly; for were it ſo that theſe Men 
had deviſed Evil, thou oughteſt not to ſtir 
up thy People to Sacrifice them, this will 
cauſe wicked Men to ſay, thou art a Man 
of Blood; if they have done Evil, bear 
witneſs of the Evil, if not, why wouldeſt 
thou have them be the Victims of thy 
Wrath? Wouldeſt thou, that thy People 
inould facrifice Innocent Men? There are 
Laws in the Land ſufficient to give the juſt 
Retribution to the Workers of Iniquity ; 
and what haſt thou to do, to tell thy Rulers 
who ſhould be puniſh'd, and who not? If 
Men have done Evil, I ſay, oughteſt thou 
not to bear Witneſs thereof before the El- 
ders, and not move thy People to V1o- 


lence ? 


Beſides, Thomas, thou ſayeſt to thy Peo- 
ple thus; If you were to be their Victims, 
ſignifying that it was yet but 1n the Inten- 
tion of the Thoughts of their Hearts, and 
that as yet they had made no Victims ; ne- 
vertheleſs thou art Zealous to have them 
really Sacrificed, who only had deſigned to 
do 10 by thee, but had not Executed that 
Deſign on any: It is a Verity, that Blood is 
required for Blood, but until now was it 
not preached among Men, that Blood is 
required for a Deſign to ſhed Blood: 

Where- 
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Wherefore thou haſt preached the Doctrine 
which the Lord abhors, and haſt moved 


thy People to Vengeance, which he hath 
taken out of thy Hand, and faid it belong- 
eth to God. 
What aileth thee, O Man, that thou |} 
rageſt in Spirit after this ungodly manner? . 


May it not ſuffice thee that Evil Men may 
be queſtion'd in the due Courſe of the Laws 
of the Land, but thou muſt puſh thy People 
upon making them Victims to their ungod- 
ly- Wrath? I counſel thee to leave theſe 
Things to the Aſſembly of the Nation, and 
to. preach Righteouſneſs and Truth unto 
the People, Inſtructing them in the Fear of 
Ti - the Lord, and to avoid the Evil Exam- | 
. ples which are ſet before them, by the El- | 
4 ders and great Men of the Land, that they 
bf may not be led by Evil Examples to pro- 
k mote 9 in the Land: This, Tho- 
1H mas, is thy Work and Mine ; and not to 
I purſue the Wicked Deſigns of angry Men, 
| much leſs to teach the People to do abomi- 
nable Things, and to render Evil for Evil, 
and to do to others as they would have done 
to us, albeit they did it not neither. 
It may be, thou wilt be wroth with me, 
for thus chooſing thee out from the many 
of thy Tribe, and Reproving thee in this 
| {fort : I ſhall therefore render thee a Reaſon 
| 
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that whereas, it ſeemed good unto thee to 
become the publick Reprover of others, and 
to get thee a Name for thy much ſpeaking 
againſt the Men in Power, during the 
Lite of AVN E the Queen; and more- 
Over, that whereas ſome of the Wile Men 
reproved thee for the ſame, ſaying, Where- 
fore did'ſt thou do ſo? Thou did'ſt defend 
thy ſelf againſt them, by ſaying, that it was 


thy Duty to bear thy feſtimony againſt all 
ungodlindſs ena upright ecuſneſs of Men: And 


again, when it was faid unto thee, that thy 


ords Were not ſpoken in Seaſon, thou 


anſwered'ſt, that thou wer*:Commanded 
to Reprove, and Exhort, in Seaſon and out 


of Seaſon. Likewiſe when it was faid un- 


to thee, that it was not the proper Deſign 
of thy Speaking-Bench, to enter into the 
Diſputations of Matters relating to Govern- 


ment, and to the Princes of thy People, 


thou did'ſt allege the Prophets, who were 
ſeat to Reprove King . | 


Theſe things. I do not fay to thee on my 


— * 


own Affirmation, Thomas, howbeit I have 


been informed thereof, and am perſuaded 
in my Thoughts that thor! did'ſt give ſuch 


Anſwers; of Anſwers to that Effect, or the 
like, unto Men who queſtion'd with thee 
concerning thele Things; which cauſes: 


meato wonder greatly, why thou ſhouldeſt 


decline the Performance of theſe Things at 
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this Time, when thou thoughteſt it to be 
thy Duty at the Time before mention'd, 
and which thou couldeſt not refrain from, 
as thou ſayeſt, without being blame wor- 
thy. Plainly, Thomas, thou deſerveſt Re- 
buke in this Matter, and doſt openly ſhew 
unto the World, that thou art a Time-ſer- 
ver, and a Reſpecter of Perſons; and I am 
moved in Spirit to uſe harſher Words unto 
thee, but I reſtrain myſelf in that, poſſibly 
thou may'ſt amend; and I therefore give 
thee an Occaſion to teſtify thy Repentance, 
by a better and more upright Practice, 
which I wiſh thee to go ſpeedily abour. 

It behoveth thee, Thomas, much rather 
to do thus, than to enquire after the 'Truth 


of what I have herein aſſerted, to wit, that 


the Great Ones, the Princes, and Heads of 


the People, are leading the Ignorant aftray 


into Wickedneſs, more than did thoſe who 
went before them. q 

How beir, leaſt thou ſhouldeſt endeavour 
to palliate and extenuate, 1n behalf of thoſe 
who are thy Darlings in other reſpects, I 
muſt lead thee by the Hand, mot by the 
Noſe, Thomas, others have done thee that 
Ojfice alreaay, that thou may'ſt be Convin- 
ced, yea, even Confounded, for thoſe 
whom thou haſt with ſo great Confidence 
taken on thee to recommend as good Men, 
and Men fearing God: I do thee Juſtice, 

1 1 | 1homas, 
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Thomas, and therefore obſerve in thy be- 
half, that thy Modeſty would not permit 
rh to fay, They were Men hating Coveroaſ: 
neſs. 

It hath been uſual with thee, tho? it ap- 
peareth to me, that it was not beſeemin 
thy Perſon; I ſay, it hath been uſual with 
thee, to Salute the Servants of thy Queen ; 
ſuch as Lord —, and Lord -—, Lord 
„and Lord , With Rude and 
Prophane Titles, and Filthy Words; ſuch as 
R — B —, De ces, Who — ers, 
and many ſuch unſeemly Speeches, which 
I may not Repeat ; for theſe I would meek- 
ly Reprove thee, Thomas; howbeit, I ſhould 
not have ſpoken thereof on this Occalion, 
But that thou may*ſt enquire into the 
Lives and Converſations of thy Friends, 
who are call'd Lord „Lord —, Lord 
„Lord —, Lord , and man 
more; and that thou ſhoulPſt write the 
Hiſtory of their Lives, and alſo of their 
Converſations, That the People of the Land 
may be aſſured, they are more Holy, and 
more Righteous Perſons; more fearing God, 
and hating Covetouſneſs; more free from 
thoſe Things, whereof the other were ac- 
cuſed, than thoſe who went immediately 
before them; and if thou can'it not make 
the Truth thereof appear, then, I homas, 
thou muſt give them the like Appellations, 
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or wipe them off from the Characters of 
thoſe who went before them. 


Moreover, Thomas, I muſt Commune 


with thee, yet a while, about the growth 
of Publick Wickedneſs, of which I have 
ſpoken, which, perhaps, thou wilt find o- 
{ome Quibble to avoid; for thou art a cun- 
right well how 
to waſh thoſe Athiopidns, which thou 


 would'ſt ſhould appear Whiter than others; 


and thou wilt be ready to ſay, That my 
Accuſation reacheth to no other Offences, 
then that of ſeeing Plays, and ſuch like A- 
bominations, which albeit, thou doſt not 
approve; yet thou may'ſt think, deſerve 
not to be eſteemed a Debauching the Peo- 
ple, and leading them to Deſtruction, ſee- 
ing that thoſe Things were publickly pra- 
etic'd by the Great Ones, not in the Days 
of Anne the Queen only, but in all Times; 
even in the Days of the Years of Milliam 


and of Mary, the King and Queen, who 


were worthily eſteem'd among the belt of 
thoſe, u ho have ſat on the Throne of theſe 
Lands. 


But know, O Man! That this is no- 


thing ſo, and there are who may prove to 


thee, That Mary the Queen, of whom thou 


may'ſt ſpeak, during her whole Time of 


ſitting on the Throne, was ſeldom ſeen to 
50 into thoſe Hosſes of Filthineſs and A- 
omination, No, not within their Doors ; 

| and 
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and that being deſired by ſome of the In- 
ſtruments of Satan, for ſuch are always bu- 


fie about Grea: Ones, to obtain Counte- 


nance to their Devices, ſhe anſwered, as I 
let thee know I have been inform'd, That 
ſhe would not give ſuch an Example unto the 
People of the Land; neither, Thomas, can'ſt 
thou ſay, that the King, whoſe Name was 
William, was ſeen during his abode here, 
above once, (and then apparently to his 
Diſlike ) at any of thoſe accurſed Houſes. 

But, having ſaid enough of theſe Things, 
and to Silence thee 1n the pretence of my 
having nothing of Momeat but this, of the 
Play-Houſes, to make my Complaints a- 
gainſt ; Come thou hither, and ] will ſhew thee 
greater Abominations than theſe. _ 

The Great Ones not Content with Play- 
Houſes, and New Societies of theſe Chil- 
dren of Hell, called Comedians, are now ſet- 
ting up, and are preparing to ſet up Week! 
Maſquerades, Circular Balls, Nights for 
Gaming and Muſick Meetings in divers Parts 
of this great City, and thou may'ſt meet 
with the Advertiſements of theſe Things 
in the Publick Papers, called News, as if 
there were no Offence given thereby, et- 
ther unto God, or unto Good People. 

And, What thinkeſt thou of theſe Things, 
Thomas Bradbury? Are theſe the Ways © 
which the People of this Land are to be 
Reformed ? . And by which the Honour 


and 
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and Intereſt of Holy Religion is to be main- 


tained ? Are theſe the Steps of thy New 


Deliverers ? If thou ſpeak not Vom; If nom, 
thou lift not up thy Voice like a Trumpet, 
the Blood, or Loſs of the Souls of thy Peo- 
ple ſhall lie at thy Door, and at the Door 
of ſuch of the Teachers of the People, as 
are in thy Station; for I ſpeak, thro' thee, 
to them all, and they all ſhall be Guilty, for 
having been Watchmen in Jeraſalem, and 
not having done the Duty of Watchmen : 
And after God ſhall have ſtop'd thy Mouth, 
who refuſeth to ſpeak when his Honour, 
and his Intereſt, and Kingdom, is thus Impi- 
ouſly invaded, he ſhall deliver his Churches, 
and his People from the Floods that are o- 
ver-whelming them, and thine Eyes ſhall 
not ſes it. 

But, if thou do'ſt thy Duty, if thou giv- 
eſt warning to the Princes of thy People ; 
if thou ſpeakeſt boldly, and calleft upon 
Men every where to Repent ; if thou cry- 
eſt aloud, and ſpareſt not, ſpareft not the 
Great, the Powerful, the Fierce, the Furi- 
ous ; if thou ſpareſt not; thy ſelf, neither 
feareſt the Face of Man, the Bleſſing of a 
Nation, ready to Periſh, ſhall come upon 
thee, the Portion of a Righteous Man ſhall 
be thy Reward. God ſhall own thee and 
thy Work, and that in the Face of his and 
thy Enemies. Thou ſhalt be a Wallot Fire 


and - 


| 


4 
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| and Braſs againſt them. Thou ſhalt fight 
and ſhalt prevail; for He ſhall be with 
; 4 thee, whole Name is Omnipotent. 
i 
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